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"America in the Sixties: Politics, Society, 
and Culture, 1954 to 1974 GE Cluster"

• Explores cultural character and political 
choices – makes history relevant

• Utilizes information in many formats: 
readings, film, audio, images, and data

• Teaching with technology enables 
instruction; enlivens learning experience
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The Team

Jan Reiff, 
History Joel Aberbach, 

Political Science
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ISSR Data Archive

• Supports research and instruction

• Archive of survey data 
• On line data analysis tools - SDA

http://www.sscnet.ucla.edu/issr/da
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Using survey data in classes: 
Role of the Data Archive

• Training and support to faculty is available
• Augment development of course material
• Employ online tools – SDA
• Provide content for class web sites
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Using Survey Documentation & 
Analysis -- SDA

• Allows for browsing all parts of the data, 
documentation and questions

• Has all basic data analysis and 
computation capabilities

• Permits subsetting and downloading
• Creates customized codebooks
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Use the variable lists to 
explore individual variables
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There are many 
analysis 
options: Using 
the template, 
students input 
variables they 
would like to 
analyze.
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Here is an example 
of a cross tabulation 
of gender and trust in 
government
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The next iteration
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The research tools of the assignments



HOLC Redlining Map
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HOLC report D32 (excerpted)
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Social Explorer
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Developing a Los Angeles 
Resource

• Build archive collection of data about Los 
Angeles

• Files processed for use in SDA

• Historical understanding of public opinion using:
– the Los Angeles Times Polls 
– Los Angeles Metropolitan Area Surveys (1970’s)
– Southern California Social Surveys (1980’s)
– Los Angeles County Social Surveys (1990’s-2002)
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Teaching outcomes

• Benefit to undergraduates by active 
learning

• Uses of new technology to improve 
learning

• Long term impact on student learning and 
achievement 



Finally, interdisciplinary experience
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